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We have a unique opportunity to make a lasting 
impact on our natural environment by preserving 
and protecting the last remaining tract of 
undeveloped land on Marco Island. Our native 
natural landscape is part of our history. We must be 
diligent to ensure that it remains part of 
our future.
With each passing year wild spaces continue to disappear due to commercial and 
residential development. Florida’s massive population growth and booming tourism 
industry have compromised many natural areas across the state. Estimates suggest 
Florida could lose an additional seven million acres of rural and natural lands to urban 
uses within the next 50 years.  

Our intent is to create a unique nature preserve and bird sanctuary that will promote a 
healthy respect of the natural world around us through education and observation. 



In 2016, the Marco Eagle Sanctuary Foundation 
signed a five-year lease purchase agreement 
with the Collier County School District to buy the 
11.6 acre site on Tigertail Court. The vision is to 
create the Marco Island Nature Preserve and Bird 
Sanctuary to preserve the land, protect wildlife for 
future generations, and educate children and adults 
about our ecosystems and the environment.

With the site leased through 2021, our plans are to move forward with a $4.3 
million Capital Campaign. The funds will complete the purchase of the land, and 
create an environmental learning center to educate children, families and adults. 
The land itself will secure a permanent home for our region’s native species to 
safely survive and flourish. Literally teaming with a rich diversity of wildlife, today’s 
inhabitants include:   Osprey, raccoons, bob cats, rabbits, hawks, owls, turtles, 
snakes, egrets, a nesting pair of American Bald Eagles, and over 30 other varieties 
of migratory and nesting birds, just to name a few.

We estimate in the first year, 5,000 adults and families will visit the site annually 
as well as 2,500 local students participating in educational programming and 
field trips. The experience will be free to the public so that all those who wish to 
appreciate this environment can do so regardless of their financial means. 

the Vision

Learning Center Concept

the Budget

Purchase of Sanctuary Park property $2,000,000

Environmental Learning and Visitor Center 700,000

Certified Arborist, native tree replacement 170,000
and removal, and perimeter plantings

1800 ft. of boardwalks and 7 viewing decks 500,000
(ADA accessible) 

Site work, surveying  and  40,000 
2000 ft. of perimeter fencing

Campaign and Marketing Costs 400,000

Contingency/campaign costs 490,000
and operational reserve

                                                      total $4,300,000



Support of the Marco Island Preserve and Bird 
Sanctuary will:

•	 Secure and maintain this unique remaining green 
space unencumbered by any future threat of 
development

•	 Preserve wildlife and plants that are historically 
indigenous as well as demonstrate the concern our 
local residents have for protecting them

•	Create a regional environmental destination for  
eco-tourists and visitors of all ages

•	 Stimulate the local business economy by drawing 
additional local visitors and tourists to the area

•	 Teach school-age children an appreciation and 
knowledge of the environment—empowering them 
as they become future leaders and decision makers

•	 Immerse people of all ages and abilities in nature

•	Create a tranquil place for quite reflection, strolling, 
reading, and bird watching in harmony with the 
outdoors

•	 Form a model for other communities demonstrating 
the viability of maintaining a nature preserve 
adjacent to densely populated residential areas

Ecotourism is defined as, “The practice of touring 
natural habitats in a manner that has a low-impact 
on the environment, contributes to the local 
economy and fosters environmental education.“ 

The Marco Island Nature Preserve and Bird Sanctuary 
promises to be an Eco-destination that will help 
re-cast the environment as a high priority for Marco 
Island and its residents. This will add a positive 
new facet to the profile of our decidedly developed 
community. 

Ecotourism generates money from the environment by 
encouraging tourists to visit and, during their stay, pay 
for items like food, gas, lodging and entertainment.   
It is one of the fastest growing types of travel and 
is estimated to represent 25% of world’s tourism 
revenues. We expect over 5,000 tourists and visitors 
will experience the Marco Island Nature Preserve and 
Bird Sanctuary in the first year. Many of them will be 
people specifically seeking out this environmental 
destination and who would not otherwise  come 
across the bridge to Marco Island. That’s great for our 
community, the environment and the local economy.

A regional impact of Significance



the environmental learning and  Visitor’s Center
The Learning Center Naming rights signage

1,800sf wood frame, aluminum windows, metal roofing

At the front door to the Marco 
Island Nature Preserve and 
Bird Sanctuary will be the 
Environmental Learning and 
Visitors Center. Guests will be 
greeted and given maps and 
information to enhance their 
experience. The learning center 
will feature a classroom to 
provide on-going and special 
educational programs for all-
ages, interactive displays, as 
well as showcase the history of 
the region, the eagles and native 
wildlife.  
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the nature preserve and observation Boardwalks

A landscape plan will be created for removal of 
non-native, invasive plant species, restoration of 
the property to its native beauty, and creation of 
new wildlife habitats. Woven around the outer 
perimeter of the property will be 1800 feet of 
elevated board walkways for visitors to experience, 
photograph and enjoy the surrounding wildlife 
without interfering with their natural living 
conditions and routines. Along the walkways will 
be 7 viewing decks with interactive displays to 
enhance the visitor experience.



Nature Preserve                                           SITE PLAN CONCEPT

1,800 linear feet of wood boardwalk trails, 7 activity areas
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The Marco Island Nature Preserve and Bird 
Sanctuary is working together with other major 
environmental education sites in our region. Their 
participation and expert consultation will ensure 
that the programs, curriculum and sanctuary site 
enhancements create a pristine “Living Classroom” 
for the education and enjoyment of current and 
future generations of children and adults. 

Creating a living Classroom

One of the primary focuses of the Marco Island Nature Preserve and Bird Sanctuary 
will be our youth education programming. Many children today are believed to 
be growing into environmentally unaware adults because of nature deprivation. 
Early education and contact with nature will create a lifelong understanding and 
appreciation of the environment.  

To develop comprehensive programming we are working together collaboratively 
with the following organizations:

Collier County public Schools (CCpS) 
The Collier County Public Schools System serves nearly 45,000 students in 29 
elementary schools, 10 middle schools, 8 high schools, and a PreK-thru-12 school, 
Everglades City School. It is the goal of the CCPS to have all grades of students in 
the county take part in field trips. 



In collaboration with the CCPS and the Rookery Bay, 
the Marco Island Nature Preserve and Bird Sanctuary 
would host field trips for half-day educational 
classroom and walking tours. Approximately 2500 
students per year could participate. All three 
organizations will coordinate with the CCPS and its 
science and environmental program director to create 
a study plan for learning activities and hands-on 
experiential programs that meet the school district’s 
requirements for education enrichment.

Through education we have the power to create a new 
generation of guardians who understand and respect 
the delicate balance between nature and man.

rookery Bay national estuarine research reserve
Located at the northern end of the Ten Thousand 
Islands on the gulf coast of Florida, the Rookery Bay 
National Estuarine Research Reserve represents one of 
the few remaining undisturbed mangrove estuaries in 
North America. As a collaborative partner, the Rookery 
will provide guidance to enhance our half-day field 
trips. They will further assist us in the development of 
curriculum and walking tour protocols.



Today, it is estimated that only 
about 12,000 nesting pairs of 
eagles exist in the contiguous 
United States. One of Marco 
Island’s most unique natural 
resources is the nest of a mating 
pair of American Bald Eagles. 
Since at least 2003, they have 
produced eaglets every season 
except for 2012, when an illegal 
fireworks display is thought to 
have disrupted their nesting. The 
2016 nesting season produced 
one baby eaglet, which has since 
fledged. There is also a 4-year-
old juvenile that frequents the 
nest as well.

our resident eagles

Paleo and Calusa
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naming opportunities

nature preserve $1,000,000

learning Center $500,000

Viewing decks $50,000/each
7 available

entry gallery $10,000

Sanctuary Shop $10,000

Classroom $10,000

eagle Art gallery $10,000

Bird and tree gallery        $10,000

Buy a board on the boardwalk $1,500/each

Buy a paver  $500/each

The Marco Island Nature Preserve and Bird Sanctuary 
would like to work with you to find a method of 
giving that facilitates your philanthropy goals. We 
look forward to assisting you in selecting the most 
appropriate opportunity.

For more information, please call Carl Way, Chairman, 
at 239-269-1754.

The Learning Center Naming rights signage
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